What Gait Is It?

This series has been a means of
teaching, in small pieces, how to
identify gaits in photos. In a short
amount of time it is easy for us to
recognize those single photos we
term as “signature gait shapes”;
those which are the easiest and
most commornly seen to depict a
specific gait. These are that single
form, or shape of a horse, which
identify a running walk, fox trot,
saddle rack, etc. The images are
commonly seen used in Association
logos, ranch logos, art work and so
on. But this single captured shape
of a support phase we get so famil-
iar with is only one in many rotat-
ing support phases, which make up
a full cycle of gait execution.

We have nine photos and #1,
#5 and #9 are the ones we most
often see as this gait’s signature
shape. But there are many more
support phase shapes a horse will
rotate through to complete a full
gait cycle. The gait is harder for
folks to identify when in these
other support phases as their
images haven’t become so ingrained
and familiar, but each phase of the
gait is as correct, and important,
as those more readily recognized.

Photos showing less familiar
images of a gait sequence are some-
times mistaken for another gait, as
sequences of different gaits can
look similar to each other. In learn-
ing how to see a gait in one of
these less familiar photos, we need
to learn to be able to see where the
hooves are coming from, where are
they are now and where are they
going. In learning this, with prac-
tice we will be able identify the
gaits in these less familiar - more
difficult - photos.
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slis now in a 3-hoof support : two hinds, with leff
hind forward, and the righi fore. Lefl fore is in aerial phase.

This is again a 3—hoop phase, goin bein the
hinds and one fore, but in this photo lhe right hind is in for-
ward position and the left fore hoof is in support. The right

fore is in aerial phase.

This is a the diagonal support phase with the left hic ' :
right fore being in full support and right hind and righ: 2
still in aerial phase.
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This is another diagonal support phase, but differen:
photo #2 in that it is now the right hind and left fore arz
support and the left hind and right fore are in qerial gtz




Once again a 3-hoof support phase, but different than pholo #1
in that this is the two fore hooves and the right hind hoof. The right
hind being in aerial phase.

The hooves are now in a 3-hoof support phase, again of
iwo fores and one hind, but this one is different than #3 in
that the right hind is in support, and the left hind is in gerial
support phase.

To learn more about gaits and to order Liz's DVDs
on gait, gait structure, bitting and more, see her

ad, page 55, or visit her website at
www.LizGraves.com

For the answer to ‘What Gait Is t? see page 72.

disnmvhokﬂdappodbeingtheﬁghfaeandﬁght
hind hoot in support. The left fore and hind being in gerial phase.

This is a lateral support phase, but different than #4 in that
the left hind and left fore are in support. The right hind and
fore are in gerial phase.

In this pholo we are back to the same 3-hoof support phase
as photo #1 with two hinds in support: Ihe lefi hind forward
and the right fore in support, wilh ihe left fore being in aerial

phase.
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Answer fo ‘What Gait Is It?" page 58:

This is the gait of running walk. executed beau
tifully by a registered Tennessee Walking Horse
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